HEAD OF NATIONAL GRANGE

thia beneficial order.

nnd soclel club, all rolled Into one,

whole.

The newly-electad master of the Na
tional Orange, chosen at Columbus,
Ohlo, In Oliver Wilson of Magnolis,
Hl. He Is a nulive of Ohlo, but has
lived In lllinol# sines childhood. Ha
is & farmer and has beem A member
of the grange 40 years. For fifteen
yetrs he has been head of the lllln'p
state orghanization,

Patrons of Hushandry, as the gran
gora are known offielally, 1a & secral
order of the Unlied Staten which was
founded at Washington, D. O, Decom
ber 4, 1867, Ita purpose Is to pro
mote the iInterest of persons en
gaged In agricultural pursults and In
buainoss connected therewith, Uen
eral depreasion In this line of activity
following the Civil war was the Im
pulse which brought thls excellent or
ganization into belng, Men connected
with several of the depariments at
Washington conceived the fdea and
prepared the first ritunl, but women
are gladly accepted as members and

have fmportant parts fn the Initiatory work and conduot of grange lodgen.
Today, thousands of subordinate granges, scattered (hrough nearly every
state and territory of the Unipn, bear witness to the substantial growth of

The grange s a chamber of commeroce, produce exchange, library, chureh
Insurance company, clearing house for the exchange of vaiuable information,
Ouiside of Ity members, few are awara
of the immeasurable good Lt has done.
amoug the Inhabitants of this country is suflicient proof that any grest bene
fit which they derlve must of necesaity materinily benofit the nation as &
Understanding this vital point, it I8 onsy to percelve whereln the
grange Iy exerting a stupendous force for good in the great work It Is doing.

The large percentage of farmers

PERSIAN TREASURER GENERAL

One of the most remurkable situa-
tlonn In history Ia happening In the
case of the young American, Willlam
Morgan Bhuster, who, as treasurer
general of the Persian empire, has
been bosting the keenest diplomats of
Europe for the past glx months. This
young mnan Is only thirtyfour years
old and he nstarted life as a ste-
nographer,

Thia youngster, who has one of the
biggest contraots In the world on his
hands, was born in Washington, D, U,
In I8T7. Hls parents live there atfil,
After tils graduntion from Columbia,
HShuster obiained a posiiion as & sle-
nographer In the war department at
Washington, When the Bpanlah war
broke out he was made nssistant seo-
retary of the commission that had
chargo of the evacuntion of Cuba, He
wan then only twenty-one, Hhuster
remained in the Cuban customs sery-
fca three yours, and when he got
through wans special deputy colector

of affalrs in Persin,

of customy for Cuba. This was in 1901, and Shuster was twentyfour years
o, A collector of customs for the Philippines was needed.
the blg administrative buresus of the governmont's colonial possessions,
Hhuster was chosen. When Bhustsr had done everything In the way of work
in the Philipplnes he returned to Washington and started o law practics, He
Was & succeas ag 8 lawyer and relinquished a paying practice to take charge

It was one of

Tho present eltustion In Persla, which {8 well Xnown to all readers of
the newws, is what took Shuster from Amerlea and & lucrative law practice to
the general treasurership of that crumbling empire,

COLLEGE PRESIDENT RETIRES

Presldent George Harrls, the vener
able head of the University of Am-
horst,, bolleves that he has reached
the age whan ke should retire in raver
of a younger genermtion and accord-
ingly he hns went In his restgnstion
to the Board of Trustees,

Professor Harris has been president
of the university since 1899 and dur
ing his ldmlul.lt!’lll?n the institution
hus progressed and prospered,

It was entirely through the efforts
of President Harris that the first funa
for increasing the salaries of the
Junior professors of the faculty was
ralied. It was also through his ef-
forta that the last fund of $400,000
was reallzed, the object of which was
to Increase the incomes of the senjor
mombars of the teaching staff,

Professor Marris 1 sixty-elght years
oM and is among the foremost edw
cationalists In the coustry. Hias re
tirement, which he wishes to take
place before commencement, Is deep

Y regretted by his co-workers with whom he has labored for many years,

A GREAT ENGLISH PREACHER

I'ne man who has sarned for himsait
the title of “the modern Savonarola.”
Rev, Bernard Vaughsn, B J., the
grout London prescher, in now in this
country for a long visit and Ameri
cans will bave an opportunity to
gludy at close range this fery and
Impassioned clergywan, who has
‘Foloed interpational fame by bis ex-
coriations of the sins and follles of
the 1dls and the wealthy in the Hrip-
sy metropolls.

Altbough without any ecclesiastio.
al title, Pather Bernarl Vaughun has
as much inflagnce fn the church as
many prelates. He s & favorite at
all the Cathollo courts of Europe,
and he 1o o frequent guost sl Huck:
ingham Palaee, And lie s aiso an
hovored visitor in the London slums,
where bhe s a8 much st home In &
meeting of coktermongers as at a
king's garden party,

Pathor Vaighan will vieit and will
preach In nearly all the Lig cities of

Leo

B

IL In Rowme.

E

mwetropolis as he

the United States during hin visit. MHis oratory probably will be a surprise to
{hoso who are dcoustomed to the rather cold formallsm of English preschers.
It astonlahed bis audlence when he preached some yeary

ugo before Pope

soclety I8 not the only phase of life which Father Vaughan
ine deall with in his London senuons, He s as hard on the sins of the enst
vl is on the follles and fallings of the west
or ho speaks he adjusts his dlsoourses to his avdiences,

end and

Happy New Year
& Many Nations

EW YEAR'S day bas for

for goneratlons been the
ceension of revels. It has
come down to us from the
old German cuttom of d)
viding the year at the close
of thods months when It was no longer
porsible to keep eallis oul doors

This was made quife a fete and In
the sixth century whis merg#fl into
the feast of 81. Martin, November 11,
on which day the opening of the New
Yeur was celebrated,

While in Oermany Martinmas and
the New Year were ldentloal, with
the Introduction of the Rowan calen-
dar the colebration was gradually
transferred to the firet of January, and
with 1t went maay of the jolly Martln
mas customa.

Tracen of thess old New Year ob
servances and supersitions can still be
traced In the way the season Is kept
in diferent lands,

Our decorationa of greens, for In-
stance, are & relle of the old Roman
superstition of presenting branches of
treen for good luck In the coming
year,

The glving of presents has also come
o us from the Romauns. They outdid
aven the generous Americans, for they
used to ark for gifts, If not recelved,
until one of the emperors forbade his
subjects demanding gifts enve on the
New Year,

One of the favorite New Year's gifts
after pins were invented In England, in
the sixteenth century, were the rough
hand-made pleces of metnl that took
the place of bone and wood nkewers
Later pln money was substituted,

A gift that must never be omitted
Wha an orange stuck with cloves {o
gruce the wassall bowl Apples, nuts
and fat fowl were popular offerings of
the saason,

Gloves and glove money is a very
old New Year custom which is still
kept up in the increasing use of gloves
a8 hollday gifta,

Even more curfous are the old New
Year customs. Many of these are satill
observed by olddashioned people who
cling to the old traditions,

The old-fashioned Englishman will
formally open the outer door of his
house on New Year's eve Just at the
approach of midoight. This 1s to let
out the old year and usher In the new.

The Scotch make much of New Year.
It Is generally ushered in with a “bot
pint,” brewed at home mnd drunk by
the family standing around the bowl
Just as midnight strikes.

After bearly greetings to the New
Year, the “bot pint,” with bread,
cheese and cakes, In taken to the
houses of the nelghbora. The first to
enter another's home on the first of
January bestows good luck on the fam-
ily for the yoar.

In many of the Scottish regiments
oven yet the uthering in of New Year
is most plcturesque. At five minutes
before twelve Lhe soldlers, headed by
the oldest man In the regiment dressed
a8 Father Time, march out of bar
racks headed by tho band playing
“Auld Lang Syne." »

Just at the stroke of twelve there
comes a knock at the gate.

“Who goes there?” calls the sentry,

“The Now Year,” la the answer,

"Advance, Now Year," Is ealled back

The gates are thrown open and the
smallest drummmer iad ln the regiment,
dressed in Highiand costume, s car
ried In on the shouylders of (he men,
and marched around the barracks to
the plpers’ tunes. The rest of the
night is spent In carousing.
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Just at the turn of midnight,
Whan the children are fast asleep,
The tired Old Yeoar slips out by himsalf,
Glad of a chance to be laid on the shelf,
And the New Year takes s poep,

Best Gift of Time

The passlog of years s lke the
coming of dawn-—alow, sllent, inevit-
able, The most eager cannot hasten
the quiet, lrresistible movement, and
the most reluctant cannot forbld. SBome
glfts the years bring which we would
faln decline—age, sorrow, disappoint.
ment. SBome treasures they take which
wa would keep forever—youth, besuty,
innocence., But there are more prec-
jous treasures which time eannot
supply and the years cannot remove—
friendship, patience, faith and love.—
Herbert L, Willett.

And brought from Eome-
whare the small New [}
Yoar. i

It tapped for him at each

door and pane
And nevor onoce Wik &
knock in  valn!
All good folks walted the
coming child,
Thelr doors they opensd and on hm

emiled
Insida he stepped, with a happy facs,
And softly sipped In the Old Year's
place
Bald he: “I bring you & Box of Dayw,
Tied round wilh tissus of ralnbow rays;
1 give it Joytully, for I know,
Though sl days may not with giadness

glow,
Each gift holda some precious bit of
chenr
win your thanks' sald tha pweet
Child Year!

To

Good New Year's Resolves

The New Year Is s good time to
“leave the *low-vaulted past” to drop
the yesterdaya, to forget Litler mem-
ories,

Rescive that when you eross the line
betweeu the old and the new year you
will closs the door on everything In
the past that pains and cannot help
you, Free yoursell from everything
which handieaps you, keeps you back
and makes you unhappy., Throw away

all uscless baggage, drop everything
that |s a drag, that hinders your prog-
resa,

Buter the door of the new year with
n olear glnte and a free mind., Don't be
morigaged to the past, and never look
back.—Origson Swelt Marden In Sue
cess Magnzine.

Origin of New Year Gifts

Like the customs of Ohristmas,
which, In, (beir origin, are a curious
mixture of poetry and symbollsm and
of superatition, those that belong to
the observance of New Year's day are
aieo relics of ideas that date from
early beathen ages. The French de-
rive thelr term for New Year pree.
eots from the Latin word, Strenia,
the name of a goddess whom the Ro
mans venerated as the patroness of
gifta, There wns a grove In Rome
dedicated o this goddess, whore It was
oustomary to get fresh twige, to give
a8 presents to friends and relatives on
New Year's day. During the sway of
the emperors, Homan subjects made
New Yeur's gifta to thelr soversign.
Augustus recelved such quantities of
thesa that he had gold and sllver
statues made of them, Tiberios did
awany with the usagas, because he cons
sidered It too troublesome o express
thanks for the gifts, Callgula, on the
contrary, reiptroduced the custom, and
even made up for his predecessor's re
fusal to recelve presonts by requir
lug those that had been offered to him
to be given to himsel! as arrearages.
The custom of making New Year's
gifts, notwithstanding attempts to sup-
press It, was continued alter Burope
had become Christian. For a time pres-
ent making was transforred to Baster,
but later It was agaln associated with

the first day of Jamnuary.

STRAWBERRIES ONE OF MOST
POPULAR OF THE SMALL FRUITS

Few Other Occupations Afford Larger Opportanities or Give
Such Quick Returns and Ranks Among Our Greatest
and Most Promising of Products—Some
Very Excellent Hints.

A Profitable Strawberry Patch.

By W, M. BURKE)

Government statistics tells us that
next to the apple, the strawberry is
the moat universally grown fruit in
thia country, and that the amount of
annual revenue received from the
strawberry crop 18 second only to that
received from the apple crop.

Viewed, therefore, from the stand-
point of pleasure and profit, the
strawberry may be ranked among our
greatest and most promising of pro-
ducts,

Pirat, Jet us conslder the soll. The
strawberry, although not requiring an
extremely rich soll, still 18 a heavy
foeder, and responds very quickly to
generous treatment in that regard.

Any soil that will grow good corn,
potatoes, or A general line of voge-
tables, also will grow a good crop of
strawberries, However, a light dress-
Ing of barnyard-feriilizer, scatiered
over the plot during the winter or
early spring, will nld greatly In pro-
ducing the desired results.

Plowing or spading should be done
to the depth of slx or elght inches,
depending upon the nature of the soll;
and then it should be thoroughly har-
rowed until it is as fine as an ash-
heap, when it will be ready for the
reception of the plants.

If the sofl be composed largely of
sand, or what is known ms a eandy
loam, it will be well to roll the plot,
or drag a plank over It, before satting
the plants. This will firm the soll,
and put 1t In just the proper condition
for the plants. If the soil Inclines to
clay, or Is a clay-loam, then this will
be unnecessary, as the =ofl Is by na-
ture compaoct.

The next consideration is the gual-
ity of plants. During the lust fifteen
yoars, no other feature of agriculture
has been more strongly emphasized
by the scientific and pragtical tillers
of the soll, than the importance of
good seed and good plants.

If one has room gay for 100 plants,
be should select twenty-five plants
each of an extra-early variety, twenty-
five of the so-called early varlety,
twenty-five of the midseason plants,
and twenty-five of the very late.

Where the plot s somewhat larger,
and is to be cultivated with the hoe
rather than with a Lorsecultivator,
the singlehedge system may be
adopted it desired, and rows may be
muode 80 inches apart, and the plants
set 20 Inches apart In the rows. Un-
der this system the grower will per
mit the maturing of two runner piants
from the mother, or orlgioal plant
sot, and these plants will be layered
in line with the motherplant in the
row.

This will glve the grower three
planta for frulting in the season fol-
lowing inswead of one plant, and aa
there will be ample room for sunshine
and alr, there probably will be an
actusl incroase in the quantity of frult
as compared with the hill svetem, al
though it must be sald that the hill
system ls the one which will yleld the
groatest number of large berries. .

In setting plants, there is nothing
80 convenlent in the way of a tool as

ihe dibble. This I8 a largée stesl blade
with a handle, and while the plants
are belng set 18 held in the grower's
right hand, The dibble should be
forced to the depth of six inches, when
preased outward, 2o as to make an
opening large enough to take In the
roots of the plants.

The roots should be placed in this
opening before the dibble s with:
drawn. After the roots are placed in
the opening and the dibble withdrawn,
thrust it into the soll about two Inches
from the opening. Draw it toward
you, thus preasing the entth firmly
agalust the roots of the plant. When
thia is dome, firm the soll with the
fingers about the crown of the plant,
leaving the top of the crown just even
with, or slightly above the surface of
the soll.

In this conuection, we should say
that all plants should be pruned be
fore setiing. The rule to observe s
to trim the roots by at least one-third.
This may be done by taking a large
pair of sheurs and cutting off the low-
er end of the mass of roots. Then
when you place theso roots in the soll,
spread them out like a fan.

The plants should be cultivated
overy ten days during the season, and
& good rule to observe is that after
every raln, Just as soon as the soll will
orumble {n the hand, the plants should
be cultivated. By so doing, the sur
face of the soil 1s covered with fine
particles of earth which, in common
parlance, is a dust-mulch,

The dust-mulch destroys caplllary
actlon, and instend of the moisture in
the soll evaporating into the alr, it
can escape from the soil only through
the plants themeelves,

Set out your plants In April or May
of 1812 nnd pinch off every blossom
that appears during the entire grow-
Ing season of 1912, but in the spring
of 1913 every blossom should be al
lowed to develop into a large and lus-
clous berry.

After the plants have been culth
vated the first peason, and when the
first heavy freeze has come, the plants
should be muleched with straw of any
kind, Mulching between the rows
should be at a depth of from two to
four inches, depending upon the ollm-
ate, and the mulching over the plants
should be very light, Indeed, except
io the more rigorous climates.

The strawberry is seldom killed by
freezing., It is the alternate freezing
and thawing, that causes the soll to
heave, that is dangerous to the straw.
berry.

But mulching serves many other
and impertant purposes—it helps to
rétaln molsture In the soil; it adds to
the richness of the soll, and it keeps
down the weeds while the crop of
fruit Is coming on, thus rendering It
unnecessary for any cultivation to go
forward during this important perlod.
But to the Jover of fine, clean frult,
free from all grit and sand, the moat
important thing about this mulching
Is that it gives the fruit a clean carpet
to ripen upon, and thus the frult goes
to the table clean, and free from
everyithing objectionable,

PROPER STORAGE FOR POTATOES

et as the weathet™becomes colder,
month or two,

L - ek

When potatoes are to be stored and protected
tures & pit may be dug as shown in the Wustration,
clent covering of straw, earth and manure, which
Veutliation 1s

galo 1ero tempern~
:: must be a sum.

' banked up high-
necanaary for the frst
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